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and southsayers; and these were employed to con-
sult their private devils, and were revealers of se-
crets, interpreters of dreams, &c.; and then they
had wizards, and sorcerers, and such as used en-
chantments ; and these foretold the success of her
military enterprises, expounded omens, the signs
and circumstances of creatures, the flying of birds,
voices, apparitions, and all such things as were par-
ticularly uneasy or disturbing to the queen, or to her
court, and wanted their explaining: the first of
these I have voted already to be honest men, but
the last two I make no doubt consulted with the
Devil, and the Devil with them, upon all occasions.
Nor do I doubt at all but that they made prodigies,
and then explained their meaning, as I said before;
that they appointed dreams on purpose, and for the
sake of interpreting them; of which I shall give
you another account hereafter.

Sometimes, it seems, these conjuring, enchanting
people, were so far from explaining things to the
queen's mind, or interpreting things after the man-
ner that she expected, that her majesty was pleased
to despatch them out of her way, and hang them
by dozens. And thus Nebuchadnezzar commanded
all the wise men of Babylon to be put to death,
though it does not appear that his commands were
executed, nor are we certain they were not; but it
is evident it was very much the custom to do so.

Hence I suppose they were generally inclined, like
the prophets in the case of king Ahab, to take care
and prophesy nothing but what should please the
king. And when Micaiah, a true prophet, or pro-
phet of God, carne to tell the king what really came
to pass, we see what his fate had been if the king
had outlived the battle.

Nor to this day do the princes of the East make
any scruple to truss up their conjurers and south-
sayers, when they find them juggle with them, and